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Honourable Senator Pervaiz Rashid ;
Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting

4" Floor Cabinet Block, Pak Secretarjat
Islamabad

Tel: 051-9211800

Subject: Implementation of Right to Information (RTI) Under Article 19A of
Constitution of Pakistan

Dear Mr. Pervaiz,

Consumer Rights Commission of Pakistan (CRCP) is a national not-for-profit research and
advocacy organization and Right to Information (RTI) is one of its core areas of focus (details
are available at www.crep.org.pk). CRCP evolved ‘Model Freedom of Information (FOI) Act in
2001” and issued its revised version in 2012 as ‘Model Right to Information Act, 2012° (Copy
enclosed). Both the times, national and international researchers, subject specialists, public
representatives, academia, Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) and other stakeholders were
involved in the process through policy dialogues and feedback sessions and copies of draft laws
were widely disseminated.

Over the years, CRCP has analyzed various FOI/ RTI Bills/ draft RTI laws floated at federal and
provincial levels and shared its findings with the stakeholders. CRCP has been actively engaged

e It is full of exemptions and exceptions and does not bind the public bodies to implement
various provisions of the Ordinance under a specific timeframe,

® Already overcommitted office of Federal Ombudsman has been assigned the additional
responsibility of implementing the Ordinance.

e The elements of close monitoring and accountability for non-adherence to law are
missing altogether. :

® The procedure laid down in FOI Rules 2004 for initiation and processing information
requests under the Ordinance is too complex and laborious for a common man to pursue
hisRTL

e Above all, it fails to generate requisite demand as there are no clauses on; who will do the
capacity building of stakeholders from public and private sectors and who will do the
publicity of this law for mass public awareness.
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